Kate and Adam

HUMBOLDT NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEETING SEPTEMBER 13, 2011

Board members in attendance:  Brian Murtagh, Will Villota, Mike Salmond, Susan O’Connor, Isa Dean, Gretchen Brask, Paul Anthony, Dave Ketah
Board members not in attendance:  Brooke Chilton-Timmons, Breanne Antonius
Introductions

Announcements & Agenda Amendments
· Query:  When do we expect we may have a police representative at our meetings again?  Paul ran into our representative awhile back and will lean on him for a commitment for future attendance.   
· Discussion of the boarded up house at 5713 N Albina and squatter issues and results for the neighborhood.
· Paul recounted the shooting incident involving a six youths in our neighborhood the Friday before last; mostly foot and leg injuries.  Appears to be random at this point, but gang enforcement is involved and the PPB is taking the issue very seriously.
· NECN is offering a grant opportunity for neighborhood projects.  Algie at PCC is interested in engaging with the HNA to pursue a grant for graffiti issues.  Christine Egan indicated she has contacts at about 6 businesses that feel graffiti is a priority and would be willing to work on that.  Isa and Brian mentioned possibility of grant to pursue the periodic clean-up of sidewalks.
· Isa has flyers for the library – events for families, book fair on September 17th 11-2, and free computer classes.

· Later additions from Dave:  Brenda says the backpack program is going to start up again and food donations can be made at the school office, Cherry Sprout and Umpqua Bank on Alberta and cash donations can be made to the Humboldt PTA.  Also hoping to work toward some new playground equipment, a public address system in the school (there really isn’t one now).  Also a plan for holiday food baskets to be given out to families this year.   Humboldt has also lost its network administrator – so all saving is to thumb drives rather than servers.  So they are asking for the community to donate 4 gig thumb drives.
Approval of Minutes – August, 2011
Motion was made to approve and the motion was seconded – the minutes were approved by all board members in attendance.

NECN Announcements – Katy Asher from NECN
· Please get her the revised by-laws when they’re finalized.
· $1,000 in communication funds being offered this year as they were last year.   Gretchen will probably send it back to Katy.  They are going to require that you turn in your minutes each month and also account for the communications spending.

· Graffiti abatement grant program Paul mentioned earlier.  Emphasize that neighborhood associations have a leg up on these grants because meant to increase interaction within neighborhoods, partnering, etc.  Apps available on the NECN website.  Due Nov. 1.
· Trainings – September 21st – basic orientation for grant requests, tips on grant application writing, and hands-on workshop with first drafts for review at a follow-up session.  September 22nd financial roundtable – Speaker will give tips, etc. on accounting for organizations.

· LUTC did not meet in August but will meet in September – next meeting Wednesday the 28th at 7 p.m. at NECN.  Topics will include N. Williams traffic safety project; N/NE Quadrant Planning; City’s food cart policy; Portland plan; non-conforming sewer connections issue.

· Safety and livability – Monday the 19th meeting at 6:30 p.m. at NECN.  Focus on neighborhood safety, how to make kids feel safe and involved, possible flash-mobs to promote involvement.  Humboldt does not yet have a representative.
· Query – Status of Columbia Crossing?  NECN filed an appeal of Metro’s passing of the crossing plan.  

PCC  Bond – Christine Egan
Christine provided background regarding the $374 million dollar bond approved with purpose of expanding educational opportunities all PCC facilities.
Bond Advisory Committee (18 people from the surrounding neighborhoods/businesses) and Strategic Work Group (all PCC folks), working separately, identified 15 alternatives for the necessary expansion at Cascade Campus.    Then narrowed to two options through further meetings, open houses, and so on.  THA Architecture has been working to evaluate the two options based on the guiding principles and construction phasing, temporary uses, logistics and access (for deliveries, for example), structural issues (seismic for example) and academic program needs.
PCC executive committee will make the final decision between the two plans.

Intended schedule:  October 5th, Strategic work group on the 3rd, then meeting with associated student body, then open houses between October 11th and the 13th.
Option A2 (Option 1) contemplates rebuilding student center in its same location, co-located with the library, and there is a parking garage where fire training is currently located and new academic building at Mississippi and Jessup (early childhood ed., and child care services and classrooms and offices).  Regarding the parking garage:   a transportation demand team (“TDM”) was hired last spring to address maintaining access for students, and to ensure that in providing that access PCC was not negatively impacting the community.  The parking garage should be viewed as a place holder as it’s not certain there will be a garage.  TDM has brainstormed 90 alternate options to help with parking issues.  Cascade may be the test sight for a number of options short of a parking garage because the issues are more significant here.  Parking garage would be 350 above-ground spaces if built. 
They want to move forward on the new academic building to get the city grant by 2014 (have to have students in it by the deadline) – and city has approved that so long as the school pursues TDM options at the same time.  They start designing the academic building as soon as approve the plan and probably start construction 2013.
Brian:  Currently 680 parking spaces.  Architects determined by a fairly sophisticated system, figured out the school is about 300 spaces below what they would need CURRENTLY.  Garage is only 350 spaces – so would barely make up for the current shortage, and the academic building will displace parking we currently have as well – so leaves a significant gap.  Christine indicates there would be additional parking management through the TDM programs.
Option A3 (Option 2) – Had approval from both committees.  Does the same, but rebuilds the student center behind the business strip on Killingsworth (separating it from the library) – MIGHT permit access from Killingsworth through the former Paragon storefront/location.  Some talk of connecting the Student Center with the old Paragon Club building that fronts Killingsworth.  This version takes additional parking from behind the paragon, so contemplates underground parking in the garage if they pursue that (about 70 more spaces) – and of course that would be quite a bit more expensive so that is a factor as well.
How and when will we learn about the most likely TDM options PCC will pursue?  Christine will ask Rebecca to follow up with us on that.  Brian asked for early warning when they get close to being serious about the options.   Christine indicated that would happen, and also mentioned neighborhood parking benefits option – students buy passes to park in the neighborhood or there are meters – and some of the money goes to the neighborhood to offset the inconvenience of the student parking.
Jefferson High School Name Change –  Maggie unable to attend this meeting.  She intends to attend the next meeting (though not yet a firm commitment).

Neighbor shared concerns about street condition and Blandena green swales, and Blandena and Commercial sidewalk issues – non-ADA-compliant.  Who would we contact:  Ellen Vanderslice (sp?).  Paul to provide contact information.
Newsletter.  Next issue will be this year, but late - probably early November.
Bylaws – The Board reviewed the by-laws as currently drafted and a number of clerical and conceptual revisions.  Gretchen will make revisions consistent with the discussion and circulate drafts to Dave by this coming weekend, and to the entire Board by the following weekend for review with an eye to Dave presenting an overview of revisions to the membership at our next meeting, and approval of revisions at the November meeting.
